
Community support allowed Catholic Charities West 
Michigan to serve 21,312 individuals during 2016
4,856 were children
15,435 were adults between age 18-64 
1,021 were seniors age 65 and above

Hunger for safety 
407 young people found safety through foster care;  
88 families made multiple visits to the Family Visit House 
to spend supervised quality time together

When children need to be removed from their parents by the courts due 
to the risk of abuse or neglect, our agency’s foster parents provide a safe 
interim alternative home as we work to reunify the child with his or her 
parents, if possible. 

Hunger for food 
107,876 prepared meals served at 6 sites, including 
2,581 meals home delivered to people who can’t get out; 
Food distributed to 17,971 people at 1 food pantry.

God’s Kitchen serves about 300 meals every day in downtown Grand Rapids 
and meals are also delivered to several sponsored sites around the 
Diocese of Grand Rapids. In Muskegon, the food pantry serves an average 
of 1,497 people each month.

Hunger for love 
66 completed adoptions
If it is determined by the courts that a child cannot safely return to his or 
her birth home, our agency places them in loving forever homes through 
adoption. If you are considering adopting a child, especially older children 
or those with special needs, let us know.

Hunger for peace 
630 people benefited from 14,765 counseling sessions; 116 people 
received pregnancy counseling

Therapists and counselors help people who are dealing with serious obstacles 
to life success, such as mental illness and substance abuse. These difficult 
personal challenges affect entire families. Our agency also offers pregnancy 
counseling. 

Hunger for leaving a legacy
Supporters of Catholic Charities West Michigan who remember the agency in their will and estate 
planning are members of The Legacy Society and their generosity is much appreciated. You 
can use the donation envelope to let us know your plans or to ask us to send you information on 
planned giving.

Real-life example: A man who formerly volunteered at the Muskegon food pantry has made plans to leave to 
Catholic Charities West Michigan the bulk of an annuity that is worth tens of thousands of dollars. He wants to 
support the important work of feeding people who are in need. Leaving a legacy like this man has chosen to do is 
not just for the wealthy. It is for all of us who care about the needs of others.

Hunger for unity 
1,956 parents and 3,536 children were assisted by a 
variety of programs designed to strengthen and support families

Family preservation and support programs are short-term, family-focused 
services that assist families by improving parenting and family functioning 
while keeping children safe in their own homes. Parents are provided 
information and support to build stronger family relationships.  

Hunger for basic essentials 
2,571 children and 582 adults were given basic 
essentials, such as diapers, wipes, clothing, etc.

When disaster strikes or money is tight, baby and toddler pantries in 
Grand Rapids and Muskegon provide young children and the people who 
are raising them with essential items during once-a-month visits.  

Donations helped us feed these hungers, but the work is not done. You can donate today with the enclosed envelope or contribute online at ccwestmi.org.


