
by Rev. Fred Kammer, SJ 

As the apostolic Church formed, 
the apostles faced a challenge that 
threatened to tear apart the new 
Christian community. The charge 
brought by the Greek Christians 
was that their widows were not 
receiving a share of the communi-
ty’s goods. The apostles appointed 
the seven deacons whose first min-
istry was to make sure that justice 
was reflected in the life of the com-
munity, and that poor widows and 

children were cared for.  

This ministry of caring for the 
needy was institutionalized in the 
great monasteries of the first millen-
nium as the religious cared for or-
phans, the sick, the elderly, travel-
ers, and the poor. From the monas-
teries, the ministry of caring was 
carried back into the cities by wom-
en and men religious who estab-
lished orphanages, homes for the 
sick and elderly, hospices, and 
many other centers for health and 
social services. Later, lay and reli-
gious associations, such as those 
begun by St. Vincent de Paul, ex-
panded and deepened this work. 
Many other great saints were 
known for their ministries to the 
poor and vulnerable: St. Francis of 
Assisi, St. Clare, St. Peter Claver, St. 
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IMPORTANT DATES 

 1st Friday of Every Month: God’s Kitchen 

(Grand Rapids) is closed. 

 National Senior Corps Week: May 16-May 20  

(Contact Nicole D’arcy for more information) 

 June 23, 2016: Volunteer Recognition Party 

at Fifth Third Ballpark (Page 5) 
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10 Ways We are Catholic 
Last Month: Our ministry is rooted in the Scriptures 

Catherine of Siena, St. Martin de 

Porres, and St. Elizabeth Ann Seton. 

These traditions were carried to the 
New World to become part of the 
institutional and parish life of the 
Catholic Church here. The first such 
foundation was the orphanage, 
home for “women of ill repute,” and 
health care facility begun by the 

Ursuline Sisters in New Orleans  

in 1727. By 1900, more than 800 
Catholic charitable institutions exist-
ed in the United States. Now, staff 
and volunteers—serving almost sev-
en million individuals a year—care 
for infants with fetal alcohol syn-
drome, sponsor group homes for 
people with mental disabilities, pro-
vide high-rise apartments for the 
elderly, resettle refugees, counsel 
troubled families, offer hospice to 
individuals with HIV/AIDS, feed 
hungry families, and shelter home-

less people. 

Next Issue: 

3:  Catholic Charities pro-
mote the sanctity of human 

life and the dignity of the 
human person. 

2: The ministry has been an integral part of the Catholic 
Church for 2,000 years. 
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Before your next shift at God’s Kitchen, keep the following in 
mind: 

Dress safely— Especially with the warmer months approaching, 
the following is important in upholding health and safety 
standards: 

 Wear closed-toe, non-slip shoes (no sandals!) 

 Long hair must be secured and covered with a hat/hair 
net. 

 Wear shirts with sleeves that cover the midsection; shorts 
must reach to fingertips. 

 Watches, dangling earrings, exposed jewelry must be re-
moved. 

 

Arrive on time— It is important that volunteers are punctual 
and able to assist chefs in prep work for the day’s meal. 

 Monday—Saturday, please arrive by  11:00AM 

 Sunday, please arrive by 1:00PM 

 

Help Clean Up— Feeding hundreds of guests takes a toll on 
our kitchen and dining room.  Offer a helping hand: 

 Sweeping/Mopping 

 Wiping/Sanitizing Tables 

 Running the Dishwasher 

Friendly Reminders from God’s Kitchen Chefs 

Have you seen our 
new and improved 

website? Check it out! ccwestmi.org 



As a volunteer, we value your participation as we provide 
help and create hope. 

Have you considered working with us? Check out our career 
page for open positions: 

ccwestmi.org/about-us/careers 

Employment Opportunities with CCWM 
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Helpful Ways to Donate to God’s 

Kitchen 

 Hosting a "Pennies for Pounds" drive 
(Just $1 can provide 10 pounds of fresh 
food that we purchase from local pan-
tries at a discounted rate) 

 Research CSAs near you, and consider 
donating a share to God's Kitchen 

 Growing a garden at your church, club, 
organization, and donating the fresh pro-
duce 

 Buy a cow from an approved meat pro-
ducer (a great need that we have is the 
purchase of protein--chicken, turkey, or 
beef-- and is our greatest expense aside 
from fresh or frozen produce. 

Muskegon: Meijer Simply Give 

Double Match Days Return 

Meijer Simply Give Match Days are June 
3rd and 4th. 

Those wishing to give may contact Di-
ane Musk (dmusk@ccwestmi) for gift 
certificates to Hennessy’s Pub and Boar’s 
Belly Restaurant. 

Looking to Donate? 

Contact Jeff Hoyh  

616-454-4110 or 

jhoyh@ccwestmi.org  

Host a Bowl Painting Party! 

Painted bowls are sold at our Soup’s On! 
Events in Grand Rapids and on the 

Lakeshore, benefiting our God’s Kitchen 
Food and Pantry Programming.  

mailto:jhoyh@ccwestmi.org


FREE: Faith In Action  Newsletter 

Faith In Action is FREE and provides essential infor-
mation regarding the social justice activities of Catho-
lic Charities West Michigan and the Church as a 
whole. This includes: 

 Local Social Justice Events 

 Catholic Relief Services Updates 

 Catholic Campaign for Human Development Up-
dates 

 

Email Annie Rzepecki (arzepecki@ccwestmi.org) and 
request to be added to the Faith In Action email 
newsletter list! 
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Social Justice Gathering: Save the Date 

You’re Invited to A Discussion on 
JustFaith Ministries 

“JustFaith Ministries was birthed in the 
effort to invite and prepare people of 
faith for the life-changing and world-
changing call of the Gospel to help 

heal the world and, in so doing, expe-
rience a deeper faith, a more fulfilling 

life, and a community of care and vital-
ity.” -Jack Jezreel, Founder 

 

Foster Grandparents / Senior Companions 

Thursday, June 9 

11:00AM-1:00PM 

Cathedral Square 
360 Division Ave S 

Grand Rapids, MI 49503 

Nationwide, over 3,539 mayors, county officials and tribal leaders represent more than 178 million Americans 
united in support of the Senior Corps programs. Recently, proclamations of support were signed in locally in 
Muskegon and Newaygo counties. 

Newaygo County proclamation of support signed by;  Don 
Barhard,  Julie Hallman, James Rynberg and Ed Fedell 

Muskegon County proclamation of support signed by;  Terry Sabo, Ken 
Mahoney, Tony Moulatsiotis, Gary Nelund and Bonnie McGlothin 



Volunteer Services 
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Note: At this time, we are admitting one guest per volunteer to the exclusive Volunteer Deck. Keep in mind that the 
Let’s Go to Bat for Kids event is free to the public, for any additional family and friends who may want to join the fun!  



 

Mission Statement 

In the spirit of our Catholic tradition, we 
lead our diverse communities with hope 
and compassion by offering innovative, 

collaborative programs.  

Through our team of highly trained 
employees, dedicated volunteers and 
generous community, we deliver the 

highest quality social services. 

Community Outreach  Programs 
Catholic Charities West Michigan 

Administration 

Social Justice 

 Project Rachel 

360 Division Ave S. 

Suite 3A 

Grand Rapids, MI 49503 

Program Locations 

 

We’re on the web! 

ccwestmi.org 

 

Jeff Hoyh  jhoyh@ccwestmi.org 

Program Supervisor, God’s Kitchen Food 
and Pantry Programs, Grand Rapids 

 

Diana Musk dmusk@ccwestmi.org 

Program Manager, God’s Kitchen Food 
and Pantry Programs, Lakeshore 

 

Maggie Walsh mwalsh@ccwestmi.org 

Diocesan Director, CCHD / Program Coor-
dinator, Project Rachel 

 

Nicole D’Arcy ndarcy@ccwestmi.org 

Director, Foster Grandparents and Senior 
Companion Program 

 

Rebecca Ryan rryan@ccwestmi.org 

Volunteer and Donor Relations Specialist, 
Catholic Charities West Michigan 

 

Tiffany Page tpage@ccwestmi.org 

Director, Community Outreach Programs 
of Catholic Charities West Michigan 

God’s Kitchen  

Food & Pantry Programs 

 

303 Division Ave S 

Grand Rapids, MI 49503 

Lakeshore  

Food and Pantry Programs  
Senior Corps 

 

1095 Third Street 

Muskegon, MI 49441 


