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IMPORTANT DATES 

 1st Friday of Every Month: God’s 

Kitchen (Grand Rapids) is closed. 

 October 8: Hike for the Hungry 

 Fall Social Justice Gathering: November 

17, 2016 (See Page 4) 

 Raising Hope Dinner : November 30 
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 10 Ways We are Catholic 
 

Last Month: Catholic Charities recognize that some services require at-
tention to physical, mental, and spiritual needs. 

7: Catholic Charities have a special relationship to the 

Catholic Diocese and Catholic Parishes 

By Rev. Fred Kammer, SJ 

I n more than half of U.S. dioceses, 
Catholic Charities agencies have 
formal programs though which the 
agency supports and encourages 
parishes in their ministry to the com-
munity and its needs. In many 
agencies this relationship also exists, 
although more informally.  

Agencies assist parishioners in the 
exercise of their baptismal commit-
ment to the poor and needy. They 
provide professional resources, 
training, support, and encourage-
ment to parish-based ministries 
such as food pantries, outreach to 
the frail elderly, community organiz-
ing, and even legislative networks 
working for social justice. By so do-
ing, agencies help pastors and par-
ishes to carry out their responsibili-
ties to form caring faith communi-
ties. They also expand agencies’ 
own ministry through the hands 
and hearts of many thousands of 
parishioners Catholic Charities have 
a special relationship to the Catholic 
diocese and to Catholic parishes. 
and even enlist parishes in joint ven-
tures such as community-wide soup 
kitchens, sponsorship of refugee 
families, and prison visitations.  

Catholic Charities also cooperate 
with diocesan leaders by operating 

or collaborating with diocesan offic-
es and programs funded largely by 
the Church. These include the 
Campaign for Human Develop-
ment anti-poverty program, family 
life and respect life programs, youth 
organizations, offices f o r A f r i c a 
n - A m e r i c a n o r Hi s p a n i c - 
A m e r i c a n Catholics, and justice 
and peace offices. In so doing, 
Catholic Charities assist the Catholic 
Church in carrying out other relat-
ed aspects of the Church’s ministry 
within the wider community and 
help fulfill their own mission to 
serve people in need, advocate for 
a just society, and bring people to-
gether to solve community prob-
lems.  

 

Next Month:  Catholic Charities 

work in active partnership with reli-
giously sponsored charities and the 
civic community.  
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Save the Date! 

Catholic Charities West Michigan’s Fall Social Justice 
Gathering 

 
Paul Long, President and CEO of Michigan Catholic Conference, will be 
providing us with a Legislative and Advocacy Update on Thursday, No-

vember 17, 2016, from 11:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. 

 
Lunch will be provided. 

 

God’s Kitchen Walkway Reminder 

Please remember the following details when volunteering with God’s Kitchen! 
 

 Entrance on Division Ave. for staff and volunteers, ONLY.  Guests of meal service will be directed to new walk-
way for entry, no exceptions. 

 Dwelling Place prohibits loitering in alley, thus guests are to stay at line designated, until walkway gate is un-
locked at 12:15PM (or 2:15PM on Sundays)  

 Gate is unlocked daily at 12:15PM (or 2:15PM on Sundays) 
 Guests will begin forming line in walkway; this line MUST continue to move to ensure safety 
 Note: In the event of an emergency IN WALKWAY, guests may exit out walkway gate to alley 
 Any and all incidents must be reported to Chef on-staff. 
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**NEW: Soup’s On For All! 2017 

 January 30, 2016 

 Required Volunteer Orientation: January 28, 2016 

 Roles available include registration, sanitation, greeting,  dishwashing, and more! 
 
God's Kitchen: Preparing, Serving, Cleaning a Lunch Meal from 11am-3pm.  

 ALL DAYS are in need of additional assistance! 

 Ages 13+ with parent or guardian. 
 
Muskegon Food Pantry 

 We are in need of additional volunteer shoppers to assist guests as they make selections from 
our food pantry, assist with administrative tasks, and greet incoming clients to the pantry. 

 Tuesday, Thursday and/or Fridays from 9:30AM-12PM 
 
 
Host a Bowl Painting Party 

 We are in need of volunteers to paint bowls that are given to guests at our benefit events that support 
God's Kitchen Food and Pantry Programming. 

 We provide all materials (brushes, paints, bowls, etc) On your own time! 
 

If you are able to help, contact Becca Ryan at rryan@ccwestmi.org or 616.356.6207 

We Need You! 
Have you thought of volunteering elsewhere in our agency? Some programs are experiencing 

greater need. Check out our most current volunteer opportunities: 

Thank You! 

Our programming benefits f
rom our 

community partners and third-party 

events  

Proceeds from the Muskegon 
Irish Music Festival: 

2.581 pounds of food for food 
programs 

Happy Hour for Happy Babies on 
September 8 collected 2,770 diapers 

for the Baby Pantry 
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Volunteers...Share Your Story! 

 

Why do you volunteer at Catholic Charities West Michigan? Do you have a special story from a memo-
rable day of service? When have you seen our mission in action? We want to hear from you! 

 

Submit your “volunteer success stories” to Becca Ryan, rryan@ccwestmi.org, and you may see yours fea-
tured in a Volunteer Voice newsletter!  

Each year, friends and supporters of Catholic Charities West Michigan (CCWM) gather for our Raising Hope Dinner. 
During this very special evening we share our success stories and honor our Impact Award recipients. This award is 

given in recognition of their hard work and dedication to further the mission of CCWM. Held at Frederik Meijer Gar-
dens, this evening has become a welcomed tradition to celebrate our agency’s work. 

Date: November 30, 2016 

Location: Frederik Meijer Gardens 

1000 E Beltline Ave NE 

Grand Rapids, MI 49525 

Time: 6:30 PM 

Price: $150 per ticket 

October 8: Hike for Catholic Charities West Michigan! 

Please join us as Muskegon Rescue Mission, Love INC and Catho-
lic Charities partner together for the 4th Annual Hike for the 
Hungry at Heritage Landing in downtown Muskegon. This 
beautiful park features gorgeous water views making it a pleas-
ure for walkers and runners alike. Sign up now and start raising 
money for a great cause. Come on your own or join our team.  

Check-in begins at 8:30 a.m.  

Visit hikeforthehungry.kintera.org to register for team CCWM! 
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Get to know our new Intern: Jimmy Birney 

Jimmy Birney, a student at Aquinas College, joins our team as the Catholic Campaign for Human Development 
(CCHD) Intern in Grand Rapids. His role will involve support with the CCHD, as well as support in social justice 

outreach and programming. His office is located downtown at Cathedral Square. 
 

What are you studying? 

I’m studying Economics and Community Leadership. 

What are some of your hobbies? 

I love being outside, whether that be exploring with friends, playing sports, or 
camping with my family. I love all Detroit sports teams, including the Lions.   

What is a fun fact about yourself? 

I finished a four month study abroad experience in Costa Rica this past semes-
ter, where we took 17 credits of Spanish, which included participation in a 
local reforestation effort, weekly cultural excursions, and extracurricular cours-
es like Latin American dance, song, and pottery.  

What do you look forward to most, in your role as CCHD intern? 

Learning about, and participating in, the efforts of both the Catholic Church and Catholic Charities, in their pur-
suits toward God and fulfilling His call to serve our brothers and sisters who are living without Him.   

Welcome to the team, Jimmy! 

Keep An Eye Out!: Upcoming Changes 

To ensure that our services constantly reflect 
our mission, our programs will be experienc-
ing upcoming changes that will further bene-
fit our programs and their clients, particularly 

in this year’s holiday programming. 

Stay tuned to volunteer communications to 

stay in the loop! 



 

Mission Statement 

In the spirit of our Catholic tradition, we 
lead our diverse communities with hope 
and compassion by offering innovative, 

collaborative programs.  

Through our team of highly trained 
employees, dedicated volunteers and 
generous community, we deliver the 

highest quality social services. 

Community Outreach  Programs 
Catholic Charities West Michigan 

Administration 

Social Justice 

 Project Rachel 

360 Division Ave S. 

Suite 3A 

Grand Rapids, MI 49503 

Program Locations 

 

We’re on the web! 

ccwestmi.org 

 

Jeff Hoyh  jhoyh@ccwestmi.org 

Program Supervisor, God’s Kitchen Food 
and Pantry Programs, Grand Rapids 

 

Lisa Johnston, ljohnston@ccwestmi.org 

Program Supervisor, God’s Kitchen Food 
and Pantry Programs, Lakeshore 

 

Maggie Walsh mwalsh@ccwestmi.org 

Diocesan Director, CCHD / Program Coor-
dinator, Project Rachel 

 

Nicole D’Arcy ndarcy@ccwestmi.org 

Director, Foster Grandparents and Senior 
Companions Program 

 

Rebecca Ryan rryan@ccwestmi.org 

Volunteer and Donor Relations Specialist, 
Catholic Charities West Michigan 

 

Tiffany Page tpage@ccwestmi.org 

Director, Community Outreach Programs 
Catholic Charities West Michigan 

God’s Kitchen  

Food & Pantry Programs 

 

303 Division Ave S 

Grand Rapids, MI 49503 

Lakeshore  

Food and Pantry Programs  
Senior Corps 

 

1095 Third Street 

Muskegon, MI 49441 

ccwestmi.org 


