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IMPORTANT DATES 

 1st Friday of Every Month: God’s 

Kitchen (Grand Rapids) is closed. 

 December 19-30: Muskegon 

Food/Baby Pantry is closed. 

 No home delivered meals 

12/23, 12/26, 12/30 and 1/2 

due to the company holiday.  
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Catholic Charities Christmas Shops 
 

CCWM will host a Christmas shop for clients who are receiving man-
aged care from our agency. These shops are hosted in Grand Rapids 

and Muskegon.  
 

If you have a client who is in need and receiving services through 
these programs please refer them to their caseworker. If they are not 
currently participating in these programs, please see Lisa Johnston or 

Jeff Hoyh for other community resources. 

It’s Christmas  

at Catholic Charities West Michigan 

Muskegon 
 

The Muskegon Food/Baby Pan-
try will be  
closed from 12/19-12/30. 
 
A member of the food pantry 
team will be available 12/19-
12/22 and12/27-12/29 from 10
-12:30PM. 
 
A list of community resources 
will be provided to staff, in the 
event of questions during this 
time. The same list will also be 
provided to clients, to ensure 
communication and limit ques-
tions. 

Grand Rapids 
 
WE ARE AT CAPACITY for vol-
unteer groups on Christmas 
Eve/Day.  
 
There will be NO home deliv-
ered meals on 12/23, 12/26, 
12/30 and 1/2 due to the com-
pany holiday.  
 
 

Recruiting  is still taking place 
for New Years’ Eve/Day at 
God’s Kitchen. If interested, 
please contact Becca Ryan 

(rryan@ccwestmi.org). 
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Practice Helpful Charity  
this Holiday Season 

At Catholic Charities West Michigan, the effective-
ness of our  

efforts to empower the poor is significantly en-
hanced when volunteers educate themselves on the cur-
rent needs of our agency. Before donating or pursuing a 
new volunteer opportunity with us, we encourage you to 

keep the following things in mind: 

1. Donating items or showing up to volunteer without 
checking beforehand can be inefficient or unneed-
ed. Beforehand, ask us about current pro-
gram needs. 

2. Communicate with Volunteer Coordinators. Doing so 
helps cut down on unnecessary duplication. For exam-
ple: On Thanksgiving Day, God's Kitchen does not 
serve a lunch meal due to the Banquet at Mel Trotter 
Mission. 

3. Holidays are popular service days. Instead of serving 
on Thanksgiving or Christmas, pick a special day that 
you and/or your family can serve. (i.e., birthdays, 
anniversaries, etc.) 

4. Get updated on appropriate donation items. (No 
more leftovers!) 

New Program Director of Foster Grandparents and Senior 
Companions Programs:  

Beth Scheel 

Beth will be assuming direction of FGP/SC pro-
gramming at Catholic Charities West Michigan 

(formerly Nicole D’arcy). Her office is located at the 
Third Street location in Muskegon. 

Welcome, Beth! 
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What hunger do YOU feed? 
Catholic Charities West Michigan’s approach to serving others 

 
People throughout West Michigan are hungry. But their hunger is not limited to food. As humans, 

we experience a hunger for many needs; safety, companionship, unity, peace. Each one of 
CCWM’s collaborative and innovative programs is dedicated to meeting these needs.   

 
Thank you for being a part of our agency as a volunteer, in our programs that are feeding those 

among us who hunger for nourishment, safety, and peace. 
 
Here are some of the hungers that CCWM feeds: 
 

Safety. 
The foster care program of Catholic Charities pro-

vides a temporary and safe home for children re-
moved from their parents' care. 

Last year, over 300 children found safety through 
CCWM’s Foster Care program 

Love. 
The adoption program of CCWM provides a safe, 

forever home for children who hungers for love 
and to be a part of a family. 

Last year, over 80 children found the love they need to thrive through the agency's 
adoption program. 

Peace. 
The counseling programs of CCWM help people with their mental health, substance 

abuse issues and putting past troubles behind them. 
Last year, over 20,000 children, adults and families seeking greater peace received 

counseling from the agency. 
Unity. 

Keeping families together is the goal at CCWM, which sends its workers into at-risk 
homes to provide help. 

Last year, over 2,200 parents learned new skills to keep their families unified. 
 
Nourishment. 

Through the food and pantry programs of CCWM, over 150,000 people were fed 
throughout the 11-counites of the Diocese of Grand Rapids last year. 

 
 
 

whathungerwillyoufeed.org 
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Last Month: Catholic Social Justice 
Gathering with Paul Long of Michigan 

Catholic Conference 

Catholic Charities West Michigan welcomed 
Paul Long, President/CEO of Michigan Catho-
lic Conference, on Thursday, November 17. 
Mr. Long provided an update on Legislative 
and Advocacy efforts on issues such as Reli-
gious Liberty, Human Life and Dignity, and 
Preferential Option for the Poor, especially in 
the wake of the recent election. 

Long  discussed the purpose of the Gospel in 
serving the common good, not political 
agendas, as echoed from USSCB President 
Archbishop Joseph E. Kurtz: 

“The American people have made their deci-
sion on the next President of the United 
States, members of Congress as well as state 
and local officials. I congratulate Mr. Trump 
and everyone elected yesterday. Now is the 
moment to move toward the responsibility of 
governing for the common good of all citi-
zens. Let us not see each other in the divisive 
light of Democrat or Republican or any other 
political party, but rather, let us see the face of 
Christ in our neighbors, especially the suffer-

ing or those with whom we may disagree. 
 
We, as citizens and our elected representatives, would 
do well to remember the words of Pope Francis when 
he addressed the United States Congress last year, "all 
political activity must serve and promote the good of 
the human person and be based on respect for his or 
her dignity." Yesterday, millions of Americans who are 
struggling to find economic opportunity for their fami-
lies voted to be heard. Our response should be simple: 
we hear you. The responsibility to help strengthen 

families belongs to each of us.  

Read more of  Archbishop Kurtz’s  statement, titled 
Coming Together as Faithful Citizens for the Com-
mon Good  at usccb.org— and stay tuned for infor-
mation regarding our next Social Justice Gathering! 

10 Ways We are Catholic 
 

Last Month: Catholic Charities work in active partnership with religiously sponsored charities and the civic community.  

9: Catholic Charities support an active public-private partnership with government at all levels. 

By Rev. Fred Kammer, SJ 
 

The Catholic Church has a long and strong tradition of teaching about the 
responsibilities of government in promoting the common good and pro-
tecting the least among us, and the responsibilities of Catholics as citizens 
and taxpayers to support those roles and actively participate in civic life. In 

light of these teachings, Catholic Charities have sought and accepted part-
nerships with cities, counties, states, and the federal government in which 
we receive government funding to provide services to the wider commu-
nity that we judge to be consistent with our own mission. These payments 
may take the form of contracts to deliver particular services, such as foster 
care; voucher payment from individuals paid by government, such as 
Medicaid; and government funding of construction, such as housing. Gov-
ernment provides funding; we bring additional funding, volunteers, effi-
ciency, values, community credibility, and dedication to the service of local 

communities and their needy families  

Next Month:  Catholic Charities 
blend advocacy for those in need 
and public education about social 
justice with service to individuals, 

families, and communities in need.  
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Visit the Norton Shores Meijer located at 
700 W Norton Ave. Muskegon, MI 49441, 
to purchase a $10 gift card and Meijer will 

convert the donation card into a Meijer 
Food-Only Gift Card. This card will be donat-

ed directly to our Food Pantry!  
 

Catholic Charities West Michigan is partici-
pating in Meijer's Simply Give program start-

ing October 30-December 31. 
 

Remember to stop by Meijer before the new 
year to support CCWM! 

 
Questions? Call us at 231.726.5341  

Fill Catholic Charities West Michigan’s 

Food Pantry with Meijer Simply Give! 

Merry Christmas from Catholic Charities West Michigan! 

Lord our God, 
we praise you for your Son, Jesus Christ: 
he is Emmanuel, the hope of the peoples, 
he is the wisdom that teaches and guides us, 
he is the Savior of every nation. 
Lord God, 
let your blessing come upon us 
as we light the candles of this wreath. 
May the wreath and its light 
be a sign of Christ’s promise to bring us salvation. 
May he come quickly and not delay. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord.  

Blessing of an Advent Wreath 

tel:231.726.5341


 

Mission Statement 

In the spirit of our Catholic tradition, we 
lead our diverse communities with hope 
and compassion by offering innovative, 

collaborative programs.  

Through our team of highly trained 
employees, dedicated volunteers and 
generous community, we deliver the 

highest quality social services. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What hunger do YOU feed? 

Safety. Companionship. Unity. Peace. 

Community Outreach  Programs 
Catholic Charities West Michigan 

Administration 

Social Justice 

 Project Rachel 

360 Division Ave S. 

Suite 3A 

Grand Rapids, MI 49503 

Program Locations 

 

We’re on the web! 

ccwestmi.org 

 

Jeff Hoyh  jhoyh@ccwestmi.org 

Program Supervisor, God’s Kitchen Food 
and Pantry Programs, Grand Rapids 

 

Lisa Johnston, ljohnston@ccwestmi.org 

Program Supervisor, God’s Kitchen Food 
and Pantry Programs, Lakeshore 

 

Beth Scheel, bscheel@ccwestmi.org 

Program Director, Foster Grandparent and 
Senior Companion Programs 

 

Maggie Walsh mwalsh@ccwestmi.org 

Diocesan Director, CCHD / Program Coor-
dinator, Project Rachel 

 

Jimmy Birney jbirney@ccwestmi.org 

CCHD Intern 

 

Rebecca Ryan rryan@ccwestmi.org 

Volunteer and Donor Relations Specialist, 
Catholic Charities West Michigan 

 

Tiffany Page tpage@ccwestmi.org 

Director, Community Outreach Programs 
Catholic Charities West Michigan 

God’s Kitchen  

Food & Pantry Programs 

 

303 Division Ave S 

Grand Rapids, MI 49503 

Lakeshore  

Food and Pantry Programs  
Senior Corps 

 

1095 Third Street 

Muskegon, MI 49441 

ccwestmi.org 


