
Many people know Catholic Charities West Michigan for 
its food programs, such as God’s Kitchen in downtown 
Grand Rapids and the food pantry program in Muskegon.

Those programs helped nourish more than 180,000 
people last year, thanks to the generosity of many donors 
who cared deeply about the welfare of others. 

The agency’s food programs are all about meeting a very 
basic need, without any restrictions. Recipients are not 
asked to pay for the food they receive, volunteer their 
time or partake in any religious activity as a means to 
receive service.

While the need to eat is critically important, it is not the 
only hunger that we share as human beings. Nor is it the 
only hunger that Catholic Charities West Michigan feeds.

Your generous financial support allows our sta of nearly 
300 professionals to also feed the important hungers 
for love, peace, safety, unity and companionship in our 
community.

Feeding the hungry is pretty easy to understand, but what 
about these other hungers?

Like the hunger for safety.
The foster care program of Catholic Charities 
provides a temporary and safe home for 
children removed from their parents’ care.

Last year, over 300 children found that security 
from the foster parents of the agency.

And love?
The adoption program of Catholic Charities 
provides a forever, loving home for children 
who need a fresh start.

Last year, over 80 children found the love they 
need to thrive through the agency’s adoption program.

Peace be with you.
The counseling programs of Catholic Charities 

help people with their mental health, substance 
abuse issues and putting past troubles behind 
them.

Last year, over 20,000 children, adults and 
families seeking greater peace received counseling from 
the agency.

Unity is a family foundation.
Keeping families together is the goal at Catholic 
Charities West Michigan, which sends its 
workers into at-risk homes to provide help.

Last year, over 2,200 parents learned new skills 
to keep their families unified.

Companions are true friends.
Senior volunteers working with Catholic 
Charities visit their peers who are lonely, and in 
need of a caring friend.

Last year, many volunteers in West Michigan 
were companions to those who otherwise would have 
been alone.

It is your support of Catholic Charities West Michigan that 
allows the agency to oer more than 35 programs and 
services that feed these hungers. 

This year, ask yourself...  
“What HUNGER will YOU feed?” 
Fulfill your hunger to help Catholic Charities West 
Michigan help others at  ccwestmi.org.

Jameilla’s heart-warming story 
[A Hunger for Safety]

Inside...



The teen-age years are a challenge for 
many young people, but Jameilla Ross 
faced a taller mountain to climb than most.
She was removed by the courts from her parents’ 
care at age 15 due to safety issues in the Grand 
Rapids home. But Jameilla credits Catholic 
Charities West Michigan with helping her eventually 
reach new heights.

She had lived in multiple foster homes, became pregnant 
and had a baby son at the age of 16. 

“I didn’t know how to feel, being in foster care at that age,” Jameilla says. “I 
stayed positive. I tried to always look at the positives.”

Her siblings eventually returned to her parents’ custody, but Jameilla chose 
to engage in the Young Adult Voluntary Foster Care program to continue the 
support she was receiving from CCWM social workers. 

CCWM foster care specialist Leslie 
Trentham “was the best care worker I 
ever had,” Jameilla says. “In the past, 
I felt like I would not get enough help. 
Things started to look up for me.”

She received her GED a�er many 
attempts.  

“It took a lot for me to stay motivated,” 
Jameilla says. “I put in so much work 
and I never wanted to do something so 
bad. I always wanted to go to college.”

Trentham says: “I saw her struggle to 
pass the math portion of her GED exam four times and never give up trying. She 
only studied harder and harder until she finally passed… She is, by far, the most 
independent youth that I have worked with. She is mature, sets goals for herself 
and does not stop until she achieves them.”

Jameilla got a job, which she has kept for more than a year. She obtained her 
driver’s license and saved money to purchase a vehicle so that she could visit 
her son, who lives with his father.

“This was impressive, as when I first met Jameilla, her money budget skills 
were a struggle,” Trentham recalls. “Many meetings were held to assist Jameilla 
in making sure her bills were paid. Jameilla started attending Grand Rapids 
Community College a�er receiving her GED and is now attending a beauty 
school.”

Jameilla’s involvement in the Young Adult Voluntary Foster Care program ended 
in July 2016 as she reached the age limit of 21 years old. 

“I had no uneasiness about closing Jameilla’s case, because I knew she was 
ready,” Trentham says. “She is mature, smart and hard working. She knows 
her potential and will reach it. Jameilla has really utilized her supports from 
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    Jameilla 
has really 
utilized 
her supports 
from this agency 
and her community to become as 
independent as possible. 
– Leslie Trentham, foster care specialist 
at Catholic Charities West Michigan

Right now, my life is kind of 

going the way I want it to. I’m 

still trying to figure out what I 

want to do. God put me here to 

be an example to other people. 

I’m destined to do a lot of good 

things.          –Jameilla Ross

this agency and her 
community to become 
as independent as 
possible.”

“She is looked up to by 
her friends and family as 

a role model and someone 
to turn to for advice. She 

takes this role seriously and also 
does the best she can to ensure she is 
being a good influence on others. She 
has maintained close relationships 
with her parents and siblings despite 
choosing not to live with them.”

Jameilla says: “Right now, my life is 
kind of going the way I want it to. I’m 
still trying to figure out what I want to 
do. God put me here to be an example 
to other people. I’m destined to do a 
lot of good things.” 

Jameilla’s Story



Just a few days before this Thanksgiving holiday, the Jubilee Year of Mercy called 
for by Pope Francis came to an oicial end. What must not come to an end is 
our  work – you and the Catholic church together – to live like Jesus, who taught 
us by his example to care for the poor. When the Pope addressed a World Youth 

Day gathering as the Year of Mercy began, he said: “”Launch 
us on the adventure of mercy! ... Launch us on the 

adventure of helping the poor, those who feel lonely 
and abandoned, or no longer find meaning in their 

lives.”

In our Diocese, it is Catholic Charities West 
Michigan (CCWM) that takes the lead on this 
vital work. I have seen first-hand the fruits of 
this eort. CCWM provides more that 35 social 

service programs that feed the hungry, counsel 
those who struggle, and oer support that builds 

strong families – all without regard to religion, age, 
background, or race.

People hunger for a lot of things 
besides food – love, peace, safety, unity 

companionship. But mostly, they hunger for the hope 
that their lives will improve. Through your generous 
and faithful financial support, CCWM works to feed all 
of these hungers. As Pope Francis reminds us, “We are 
called to show mercy because mercy has first been 
shown to us,” let us witness to such mercy in our care 
for others.

For this reason, I urge you to support the work of 
CCWM. Please give prayerful consideration to making a 
tax-deductible donation using the enclosed envelope or 
online at ccwestmi.org so that this important mission of the 
Church can help those in need in the year ahead.

May the Lord continue to bless you for your generosity.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Most Revered David J. Walkowiak 
Bishop of Grand Rapids

My dear friends in Christ.
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What HUNGER will YOU feed?
Foster Care | Adoption | Food and Pantry Programs

Family Support /Reunification | Pregnancy Support/Counseling

Mental Health Services | Senior Corps Programs

www.ccwestmi.org

HUNGER



JOIN THE CCWM LEGACY 
SOCIETY
If you have remembered Catholic 
Charities West Michigan in your estate 
planning or intend to do so, please let us 
know so that we can include you in our 
CCWM Legacy Society.

We want to be able to thank you for your 
ongoing support of our agency, which 
will provide for a more stable financial 
future in the years ahead. Becoming a 
member of the CCWM Legacy Society 
will ensure that the charitable priorities 
you embrace during your lifetime will 
continue to be supported.

The enclosed donation envelope has an 
area you can mark to let us know that 
you plan to leave a legacy gi� to CCWM 
or that you would like more information 
about how to do so. We would be happy 
to provide the details.

Thank you for your support. 

More than a dozen professionals in West 
Michigan are volunteering their time and 

expertise as part of Catholic Charities West 
Michigan’s new Planned Giving Advisory 
Council.
Their role is provide feedback and suggestions to CCWM 
as it develops its planned giving program, which seeks to 
increase the number of people who remember CCWM in 
their estate plans and wills.

We thank them for supporting CCWM!
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“We strongly believe in the mission of Catholic Charities West Michigan and have 
remembered them in our estate plan, so that the work on behalf of families in West Michigan 
can continue as eectively as it has been for many years. CCWM is devoted to caring for those 
in need: feeding the hungry, providing counseling and protecting families and children, and 
helping create a social safety net for all people, regardless of religion.” 

– Micki and John Benz

for the FUTURE...

“My husband and I choose to 
give to Catholic Charities 
each year primarily for two 
reasons: 1) we believe in the 

hands-on work of Catholic 
Charities to provide dignity 

and compassion to each individual made 
in the image of God and 2) because we are 
proud to support the deep tradition of the 
Catholic church’s commitment to justice for 
families and communities throughout the 
world.” 

– Marcie Hillary, CCWM board of directors

“I believe all of us of faith 
receive blessings from 
God! There are many ways 
to thank Him. One way is 

helping others! For me, it is 
giving my time by serving on 

the Catholic Charities board and donating to 
their outstanding services and programs.” 

– Tom Wesholski, CCWM board of directors

“What is the mission and, as 
important, does the charity 
support the mission in 
everything it does?  These 

are my threshold questions. 
Financially supporting Catholic 

Charities West Michigan’s focus on 
family and delivery of hope is an ideal way 
to put our faith into action and further the 
mission of that faith.  When CCWM’s services 
help build, sustain, stabilize or reunite a 
family, it’s a blessing not just to that family but 
to the larger community in which we live.” 

-   Brian Page, CCWM past chair and Executive 
Committee member

for TODAY...



40 Je�erson Avenue SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49503

1095 Third Street
Muskegon, MI 49441

NON-PROFIT
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
GRAND RAPIDS MI

PERMIT 894

Service O�ices
Big Rapids

Grand Rapids
Holland

Ionia
Kalamazoo

Ludington
Muskegon

Stanton
Traverse City
White Cloud

@ ccwestmi.org
CONNECT WITH US

Filling West Michigan with hope 
 one bowl at a time

SOUP’S ON 
FOR ALL!
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Cathedral Square Center
360 Division Avenue South

Suite 3A
Grand Rapids, MI 49503

616.551.4747

40 Jeerson Avenue SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49503

616.456.1443
Toll free: 866.271.6796

1095 Third St.
Muskegon, MI 49441

231.726.4735
Toll free: 877.277.9378
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